
 

 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 

 

This week we welcome the Rees family to St Joey’s.  Harvey started 
in Year 1 yesterday. A warm welcome to St Joey’s and the Murgon  
community.  
 

Last week I was fortunate to visit 4 Catholic schools in Sydney with a small cluster of 
Principals. The schools we visited were chosen because of the great success they have 
had with the teaching of English. I believe it was a great experience and I have come 
away with some great ideas which will help improve the literacy skills of our students 
here at St Joeys. 
Reflecting on the visit it was great to look at some different strategies which we can   
implement at St Joey’s that will have a big impact on our students. I look forward to 
working with the staff and leadership team this year and continuing these implementa-
tions into next year. 
 

The pleasing part about the trip was that it confirmed for me as a Principal, the great 
things that are already happening here at St Joey’s in regards to reading. How              
important is it to read to children? The answer is simple – it’s more than important, it’s 
vital. Research has shown that the single most important thing that we can do to help a 
child acquire language, prepare a child for school, and instil a love of learning in a child, 
is to read to them.  
Some of the strategies we have committed to at St Joseph’s in order to improve reading 
are: 

 1 and half hours a day, four times a week of English teaching which includes read-
ing and writing. During this time, every class has at least two staff members with-
in the room working with the children in whole class and small group activities.  

 Twice a week we have guided reading in each class with 4 teachers leading small 
reading groups 

 Angel Readers is held Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday morning before school. 
Ms Knight with the help of teachers and Yr 5/6 students have children read to 
them as well as listening to sight words. I encourage you to have your child/ren 
report to the hall in the morning to participate in this. 

 Children with extra needs, work in small groups with school officers and teachers 
to support the children to improve. 

These strategies, combined with rich learning experiences are seeing success with   
reading and writing at St Joseph’s. 

            AUGUST 

28 Multi-Cultural 

Mass 

29 Father’s Day Stall 

All week at recess 

            

          SEPTEMBER 

2 Dads Day Breaky 

2 FETE 5.30PM 

4      Father’s Day 

5-9     Child Protection 

Week 

6 SCHOOL PHOTOS 

16 END OF TERM 

  

 OCTOBER 

3 PUPIL FREE 

4 FIRST DAY OF 

 TERM 4 

  

Term 3,  Week 7, 23rd August, 2016 

 Principal’s Message 
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Principal’s message continued  

STUDENT ATTENDANCE 

Although our school attendance rate is quite high, the importance of all students being at school every day (from 
8:30am) cannot be understated. When deciding whether to keep your child home from school, please consider the     
following.  

A child should be at school unless:  

- The child is too sick to leave the house.  

- The child has an infectious/contagious disease like measles, chicken pox, vomiting/ diarrhoea  

- The child has an injury preventing movement around the school  
- The principal is provided with any genuine and acceptable reason preventing the child’s attendance.  

- A medical or dental appointment could not be made out of school hours (wherever possible, appointments should be 
made out of school hours).  
 

If your child is absent, a note must be supplied to explain the days missed, on their return to school. If your child has 
seen a medical practitioner, a certificate will help explain the absence. You should also contact the school in advance if 
you know your child will be away.  

Remember:  

- If students miss the basic skills in the early years of schooling they often experience learning difficulties later 
 on.  

- There is a direct link between attendance and achievement.  

- It has been shown that poor patterns of attendance in  early years can lead to poor patterns of attendance      
 throughout the school years.  

- Poor attendance makes it difficult for students to form positive friendships with their peers.  
 

Fathers’ Day Stall  

The St Joey’s Father’s Day Stall is here again.  

The children will be able to preview the gifts on Monday 29th August and will have a chance to write their wish list.      
The store will open for business from Tuesday 30th August, before school and will be open until Thursday morning that 
week.  The gifts range in price.  

The children are able to purchase multiple gifts, as the gifts are suitable for fathers, grandparents or the special man in 
their life.  

A very big Thank You to Kris Baulch for organising the father’s day stall.  We look forward to another successful stall 
with lots of satisfied customers. 

Fete 

Everyone is working hard and the children are getting more excited as they are starting to hear just what they can look 
forward to. Our fabulous and dedicated committee is planning and organising those last minute arrangements to make 
Friday the 2nd September a day to remember. Stall Convenors and so many more helpers are all preparing for the big 
afternoon and night – another example of how our community works well together.  

Over the coming weeks we will be asking families to support, through the donation of items, ingredients, etc – these will 
be clearly explained and timed so that the impact upon families will not be excessive. 

Lastly, I would suggest that everyone please reads the “Dates to Remember” section of the newsletter as there are 
many important upcoming dates. 

Have a great fortnight everyone,            

Greg Cran Principal 



 

 

APRE News  

 

Book week is here and we have many exciting activities throughout the week. We have been creating 

a story about Eddie the Emu, who goes in search of a place where he belongs. This searching takes 

him on a journey around Australia and his adventures have been recorded by each class. Eddie’s   

exploration begins in Queensland, where the staff take him on some unusual adventures and Eddie 

completes his journey this week in the Northern Territory. The paragraphs created by each class will 

form a story, which will be read on Friday. We have also created a large display in the library with a 

map of Australia as the feature. Each class has been decorating their allocated state  with items 

unique to that state. This aligns with this year’s theme of, Australia! Story Country. 

This week 

Friday is dress-up day and students are encouraged to come as a character from a book. Each 

class has chosen a focus book and have created 5 questions from that book. These questions will 

form a book quiz, which students, in groups, will attempt to answer. Tuesday, Wednesday and   

Thursday at 8:20 our senior students will be doing blanket reading.  They have chosen 2 books to 

read to other students. The students will rotate through the groups, listening to the stories. 

BOOK WEEK 2016 
Book Week 20-26th August https://cbca.org.au/shortlist-2016  

The theme this year is: Australia! Story Country 

We congratulate the winners for 2016! 
 

The Book of the Year: Younger Readers             
Winner   -   Soon   -   Morris Gleitzman 
 
 
The Book of the Year: Older Readers 
(NB: These books are for mature readers) 
Winner   -  Cloudwish  -  Fiona Wood 
 
 
The Book of the Year: 
Early childhood 
Winner  -  Mr Huff  -  Anna Walker 
 
 
The Picture Book of the Year 
Some of these books may be for mature readers  
(Arranged by illustrator) 
Winner   -   Flight   -   Armin Greder (Text: Nadia Wheatley)    
 
 
The Eve Pownall Award for Information Books 
Winner   -   Lennie the Legend: Solo to Sydney by Pony  
   - Stephanie Owen Reeder 
 
 

https://cbca.org.au/shortlist-2016


 

 

APRE News continued 

Winter Appeal Disco 
Thank you to parents/carers who supported our Winter Appeal Disco. A 
huge thank you to our Respect committee, who showed great leadership 
skills in organising this event. 

Fathers/carers are invited to a Father’s Day break-

fast on Friday the 2
nd

 September 2016. Children are 

asked to bring their Dad/carer to breakfast at 

8:00am followed by a short liturgy in the library at 

8:45am.  

Your child will be sending an invitation home, we 

ask that you RSVP, so we know how many fathers/ 

carers we need to cater for.                                        

This event is for children and their dads/carers. 

Exodus 20:12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that 
the LORD your God is giving you.” 
 
Wishing you all health and happiness. Have a great fortnight. 

Tracey Gerrard  

APRE  

LET US CELEBRATE BOOK WEEK BY  
READING EACH DAY WITH OUR  
CHILDREN!  

Celebrations this term 
1st September-World Prayer Day for Creation 
2nd September-Father’s Day Liturgy (Library) 
5th September-Assembly Year 5/6 
9th September-Mass-Year 5/6 & Prep 

Happy Father’s Day 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=religious+crosses&view=detailv2&&id=81CD97E9397B62270F8A4F6B5682C87405E70360&selectedIndex=45&ccid=v6xY47rO&simid=608029969940742249&thid=OIP.Mbfac58e3baceabdebd4867bddd030971H0


 

 

News from the Classrooms  

In Year 3  students are busily preparing to complete their models of a city or rural area to 
demonstrate their knowledge of grid references, symmetry, 3D shapes, direction 

and people and places.  Once complete, students will write and justify the procedure they followed to make 
their model.  It is an exciting and creative time in Year 3, with glue and paint aplenty.  If students are asking to 
bring small boxes or cars or toys for their model please ensure they are not valuable, as they may get lost.  As 
always, please feel free to pop in and share the learning buzz in our classroom. 

Indonesian  This term we have been learning our Indonesian colours in Prep, Year 1 and Year 2. Students have 
enjoyed many different games and cut and paste activities. Some of the colour names are:  

Merah - Red, Biru - Blue, Hijau - Green and Kuning - Yellow. The Year 3 and 4 students are working hard to create a picture book entitled 
Rasa Saya (My Monster) for the younger classes that uses Indonesian language to describe the colour of their monster, the days of the 
week and items of clothing. We have some fantastic artists amongst these classes. In Years 5/6 students are learning a number of      
concepts with Mrs Dennis and through the use of the iPads and their laptops. These include family, activities and time. They will       
eventually complete a writing piece about their family and their daily activities.  

HPE  This term we have had a focus on Health in HPE and spent some time  
in the classroom discussing feelings and emotions and strategies for  

managing our feelings and emotions. After watching the movie Inside Out, Years 3, 4  
and 5/6  will   explore this in more detail in coming weeks. We have, however, been out-
side for the last 2 weeks and again this week with Mitch Sargent, the NRL Development 
officer. He has been talking with the children about healthy eating and making positive 
choices. He has also introduced some great games, where all the children have been able 
to experience some NRL skills and drills. We thank Mitch for his visit as the kids have  
really had a great time!  

In Mathematics, Year 2 has been using informal units to measure the area and length of everyday objects 

and then ordering these objects according to their size. In English we have explored nouns and how to put 
them into sentences, with correct punctuation. In Humanities and Social Sciences we have been researching a 
variety of countries to find out Australia's relationship with the world. While in Religion we have been using 
the  Zacchaeus story to learn how our choices bring us closer to or further away from God.  

Preps listening carefully 

In    we are learning about how objects have changed over time. We loved looking at 
type writers and an old camera. We sure are glad things have changed, otherwise it 
would take a very long time to write our stories! 



 

 

 
 

 

Year 5/6  have been busy. This term we have read the book 
Weslandia. Before the end of term, the students 

are going to create their own civilisation, just like Wesley did. We have 
looked at different animals and how they have adapted to different en-
vironments, as well as looking at how countries differ from each other. 
On top of the learning happening, the students also continue to lead 
our school. Last week the Nurture group organised a paper plane        
competition at lunch time. It was great to see everyone working        
together to have some fun. More fun continued, last Wednesday when 
the present and last term Faith groups organised our fundraising disco 
and lunch to raise money for the Vinnies Winter Appeal. Thank you 
leaders for stepping up to make our school wonderful!  

has been learning about our Australian history, including Aboriginal culture,    

ancestry and early colonial settlement. To support this inquiry learning we have been critically examin-

ing some of Nadia Wheatley’s texts, including multimodal narratives from ‘My Place’, in English. In Religion we 

have been appreciating how communities meet the challenges of tough times and especially look to St. Mary       

MacKillop’s contribution to early Australian education, for courageous inspiration. We recently participated in 

an excursion to Caboolture Historical Village where students enjoyed interacting with early Australian primary 

and secondary sources. In Maths, we are studying conversion of time units, understanding time duration and 

will be conducting a race with the students’ land yachts that 

they have innovatively designed in Technology and Science as 

part of the study of motion. 

we are continuing to learn about        
Australian animals, where they live, 

sleep, what they eat and drink and how they look after their 
young. We are also using our research skills to find out some 
other interesting facts about our animal. Did you know that 
wombats snore? Using our information beginning next week we 
will be creating an information book about one of the animals 
we have learnt about!!!   

News from Classrooms continued 

CROW FM Came to visit us! Thank You Crow FM we had fun! 



 

 

S T U D E N T S   O F   T H E   W E E K   

                             Term 3  Week 5                                                Term 3  Week 6 

Prep Nikita Carey Zirona Georgetown Prep 

Year 1 Prytt Patel Kane Kelly Year 1 

Year 2  Ty Smith Ella Palmer Year 2 

Year 3 Bella Barrett Caylen Murray Year 3 

Year 4 Saffron Sandow Alessa Druery Year 4 

Year 5/6 Jasmynne McEffer & Ron-Keyah Bond 
Fletch Prendergast &                                  

Emily Campbell-Slatter 

Year 5/6 

 Congratulations to our Students of the Week 

Prep Year 1 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Zirona Georgetown 
10th 
George Jnr Michael 
28th 

Bessie Barrett 12th 
Vinnie Conlon 24th 

Caitlin Barnett 3rd Joanela Purcell 26th Bridie Prendergast 
12th 

 Greetings to our August Birthday Students  

 Tuckshop News     

Normal Tuckshop on Friday 26th August 

Tuckshop Ladies are working on a few changes to the Menu to begin on Friday October 7th. 

The new Menu will go home with the last Newsletter of the Term on September 6th. Look out 

for the changes.  Thank you to all the parents who allow their children to purchase Tuckshop. 

The proceeds are used wisely in many areas of our school.   

10 Respect Tokens 

Jaime, Jack S,         

Oliver, Eddie,         

David, Nikita,        

Rubin & Shontayne. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Our School and Parish Fete  

HELP! HELP! HELP! HELP! HELP! HELP! HELP! 

ST JOEY’S FETE - FRIDAY, 2ND SEPTEMBER 2016 

          Our School and Parish Fete is approaching fast and,  

as it is our major fundraising activity for our school and parish  

          community, we need your help. 

 If you would like to help on a stall. We are still in 

need of helpers. 

 Plants & Cuttings, Cake and Sweet Donations.       

All Donations will be very much appreciated.   

Phone Fr Michael on 41681406  

or the School Office on 41681627 

 



 

 

This week-end the Parish is celebrating Multi-Cultural Sunday. There will be Mass at 10am on     
Sunday in St. Joseph’s Church.  The Papua New Guinea Choir from Brisbane will be leading the 
singing.  The Mass will be followed by a Multi-Cultural meal in the hall.  If you are coming to 
join the shared meal please ring Fr. Michael on 41 681 406. 

Please note change of Mass time from 6pm to 5pm during the winter months. 

A CASUAL POSITION EXISTS FOR A SCHOOL CROSSING SUPERVISOR AT THIS SCHOOL. 
 

The School Crossing Supervisor may be required to work five days per week in all weather conditions. The 
hours of work for School Crossing Supervisors are normally 1.5 hours a day and usually comprise of one hour 
in the morning and ½ hour in the afternoon. 
 

The successful applicant is dependent on: 
 
 The favourable outcome of a health assessment carried out by a Government Medical Officer or a duly 
qualified Medical Practitioner according to the guidelines in the “Notes for Medical Practitioner” on the School 
Crossing Supervisor Scheme – Health Assessment Form; and 
A Positive Notice Blue Card (This means you do not need to have a blue card to apply for the position) 

 
Applicants are required to advise in writing of any charges that have been laid against them or any offence of 
which they have been convicted of. 
 
Applications addressing the selection criteria as listed in the position description must be submitted in writing 
to the school. 
 

If you are successful in your application for this position, you can only commence employment with Transport 
and Main Roads if you hold a current Blue Card or are renewing your Blue Card and have submitted either a 
Blue Card Application form or Authorisation to Confirm Current Blue Card form to the Commission for Children 
and Young People and Child Guardian. 
 

Address application to:   Private and Confidential,  The Principal, St. Joseph’s School. P.O. Box 212, MURGON. 
4605. 

Applications close at 3.00pm on 9th September, 2016. 

Parish News—Multi-Cultural Day, Sunday 28th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

Parish Priest: Fr. Michael Carroll sm PH: 4168 1406 

Parish Mass Times 

SATURDAY 27TH AUGUST 

Wondai—NO MASS 

Proston 9.00am 

SATURDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER 

Murgon  5.00pm 

Proston 9.00am 

SUNDAY 28TH AUGUST 

Murgon 10.00am  

Multi-Cultural Lunch 

Bring a plate for a 

shared lunch. 
 

SUNDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER 

Wondai 8.00am 

Goomeri 10.00am 

ST. JOSEPH’S       

PARISH HALL IS 

AVAILABLE FOR 

RENT FOR    

UNLICENSED  

FUNCTIONS 

PHONE 

4168 1406 



 

 

Open day at the  Kindy     &   Enrolments at the Kindy 

Sporting News Position Vacant 

Could you lead and manage an Army 
Cadet Unit? 
 

135 Army Cadet Unit (Wondai) is seek-
ing a new Officer Commanding. 
 

Find out more at the community        
information session on Sunday          
28 August 2016 at 3pm.  

Come along to the Wondai Army       
Depot (next to the hospital). 

 
Want more information? Contact     
Major(AAC) Peter Schneidewin,               
11 Battalion Commanding Officer,   

0448 636818. 

UPCOMING SCHOOL HOLIDAY NRL CAMPS IN GATTON. 
This year we will be running (3) camps over the week.   

 1.  Boys Mod Rugby League (Aged 9-11 y.o) 
 2.  Boys International Rugby League (Aged 12-15  y.o)                       
 3.  Girls Only Rugby League (Aged 10-16 y.o) 


